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Mr FINN (Yeerongpilly—ALP) (11.48 am): I, too, rise to support the Greenhouse Gas Storage Bill

2008 and acknowledge, like other members, the work of the minister for the development of this regulatory
framework. Many people in this House have spoken about the impact of this framework on climate change
mitigation. 

This legislation is part of a tapestry of environment legislation that this government has brought
through the House. We have seen tree-clearing legislation. We have seen a ClimateSmart homes
program. We have seen a range of protections to the Great Barrier Reef, including recently regulating the
run-off into the Barrier Reef. We have seen the green zones in our marine national parks increased,
including the green zones in Moreton Bay which were increased from half a per cent to 16 per cent. We
have seen development controls on wetlands, which the member for Barron River spoke about last night.
We have seen the Daintree buyback.

Importantly, we have seen the government setting environment targets as part of its Q2 program—
targets that are set to double the national park holdings and also targets that will produce a significant
reduction in an individual’s carbon footprint. So I welcome this legislation in the House which is part of that
program of new environment legislation which will mitigate climate change.

I want to speak about a few aspects of the bill. The main purpose of the bill is to help reduce the
impact of greenhouse gas emissions. It grants authorities the ability to explore for and use underground
geological formations or structures to permanently store a greenhouse gas stream. The process of
greenhouse gas storage involves the capture and transport of a greenhouse gas stream and injection of
this stream into the underground geological formation for permanent and safe storage. Through the
Geological Survey of Queensland of the Department of Mines and Energy and in conjunction with the
Commonwealth government and the coal industry, the state government has developed the carbon
geostorage initiative. I acknowledge the contribution of the member for Bundamba and the role of the
CFMEU Mining and Energy Division in developing strategies to deal with the impact of emissions from the
coal industry.

The aim of the initiative is to identify within Queensland geological formations or structures that are
able to store greenhouse gases permanently and safely and their approximate capacity. This is achieved
through a statewide assessment of basin storage potential, and subsequent stages will provide a more
detailed analysis of storage capacity. Currently, mapping is underway to assess basin storage potential.

I anticipate that the areas identified by the initiative as having storage potential will be some of the
first areas the minister will release in a call for tenders. The tender process will require applicants for
greenhouse gas exploration permits to compete against each other for the prospective areas released by
the government. This will ensure, among other things, that the best value work program is obtained for
each area, thus benefiting all Queensland.

I would now like to comment on the substance that will eventually be stored in the underground
formations or structures once they have been discovered and their integrity to permanently store
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greenhouse gases has been ascertained. The bill provides that the composition of a greenhouse gas
stream allowed to be stored will be overwhelmingly carbon dioxide. The definition of ‘greenhouse gas
stream’ in the bill recognises that in the process of separation of the carbon dioxide from its source there
may be minor impurities, such as methane or nitrogen oxides, remaining in the greenhouse gas stream.
However, elements such as mercury will not be acceptable inclusions in the stream.

I mentioned earlier that the process of greenhouse gas storage involves capture and transport of the
gas stream and injection into an underground formation that will store these streams safely and
permanently. One of the things I would like to comment on briefly is the energy policy that we found
released in the opposition’s economic objective statements. I was a bit concerned that what we saw from
the opposition leader was a claim that coal-fired generation is the only energy source capable of providing
baseload generation to meet industry and domestic demand for the foreseeable future. I acknowledge that
there is a very strong reliance on the coal industry and that there will continue to be a significant reliance
on coal. However, I am disappointed that the statement that it is the only energy source capable of
providing baseload generation is a very narrow look at energy in this state.

What it fails to recognise is that we currently generate 780 megawatts of gas-fired baseload power,
and we deliver that in south Queensland, in the Darling Downs and in Mount Isa. In fact, Mount Isa and the
entire north-west mineral province run on gas-fired power. There is not a coal-fired power station in the
region. The region is not connected to the coal-fired network. So the future is about building gas-fired
baseload power in many ways, and that is what we are working on. We have been developing gas as a
cleaner, more efficient fuel that will guide us through our transition into the carbon constrained future. This
storage bill paves the way for carbon capture from gas-fired generation as well as coal-fired generation.

We have been aware of the potential for gas-fired generation for years, and our gas scheme
ensured gas-fired generation will shortly make up 20 per cent of electricity generation in Queensland. I am
disappointed that the economic objective statement of the coalition does not recognise gas as an important
part of the baseload mix. I know the member for Callide knows about it because he has recognised the
achievement of our gas scheme during parliamentary debate previously. I say to the member for Callide
that we had better get the opposition leader up to speed on this, because there are alternatives being
developed on baseload power generation that are not just reliant on coal. I do acknowledge that after 20
years in the parliament the opposition leader has recognised that we need to support this thing called clean
coal. In the framework of him being a climate change denier and an economic crisis denier, I acknowledge
that there is support in the opposition for this bill.

Importantly, in terms of the global economic crisis which we are involved in—and all of us on this
side of the House acknowledge the crisis—what will come out of this legislation is an impact on a new
green industry. The development of this high-tech research will provide opportunities for skilled workers in
the minerals and petroleum industry to develop skills and work in the greenhouse gas storage industry. So
this legislation will have an impact on developing jobs and developing green jobs. We need to be talking
about a green economy and green-collared jobs. We need to be developing strategies and policies so that
in this economic crisis, whilst we are focusing on jobs, we are not taking our eye off the ball when it comes
to the environment and we are developing green industries and green jobs. This legislation is part of that. It
is developing these green industry jobs in critical regional areas that are feeling the effects of the economic
downturn. I congratulate the minister and commend the bill to the House. 
File name: finn2009_02_12_24.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Greenhouse Gas Storage Bill
	Mr FINN (Yeerongpilly-ALP) (11.48 am): I, too, rise to support the Greenhouse Gas Storage Bill 2008 and acknowledge, like other ...
	This legislation is part of a tapestry of environment legislation that this government has brought through the House. We have se...
	Importantly, we have seen the government setting environment targets as part of its Q2 program- targets that are set to double t...
	I want to speak about a few aspects of the bill. The main purpose of the bill is to help reduce the impact of greenhouse gas emi...
	The aim of the initiative is to identify within Queensland geological formations or structures that are able to store greenhouse...
	I anticipate that the areas identified by the initiative as having storage potential will be some of the first areas the ministe...
	I would now like to comment on the substance that will eventually be stored in the underground formations or structures once the...
	I mentioned earlier that the process of greenhouse gas storage involves capture and transport of the gas stream and injection in...
	What it fails to recognise is that we currently generate 780 megawatts of gas-fired baseload power, and we deliver that in south...
	We have been aware of the potential for gas-fired generation for years, and our gas scheme ensured gas-fired generation will sho...
	Importantly, in terms of the global economic crisis which we are involved in-and all of us on this side of the House acknowledge...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


